2013 REGION NINE XC CHAMPIONSHIP 

(April 1-September 15)

INTRODUCTION

After a four year absence, it is my intention to once again administer a Region Nine cross-country competition.  
The contest will employ the advances in GPS and web technologies to document and score the contestants’ flights.  The winners will be determined by adding up the HOLC points (explanation to follow) awarded for one’s three best flights between April1 to September 15.  One can fly on any day of the week, and from any site within Region Nine.

The use of new technology will, however, place some responsibility on the pilots.  To participate one must have a data-logging GPS device and learn how to download an .igc file onto the web.  Considering the number of smart phones, stand alone GPS,’ and flight computers owned by pilots, I do not view this requirement as an insurmountable barrier to participation.   

To help those unfamiliar with creating, saving and downloading/uploading the necessary .igc flight log files, you will find a number of FAQs below that will address such questions.  I will try to help contestants, however, there are many online resources available on the subject.  In particular, www.paraglidingforum.com
contains a number of useful, relevant threads.

In order to publicize flights I have created a contest blog 
 http://2013region9xcontest.blogspot.com/
which I hope will function as a central point for the posting of flight stories.  One of the historical drawbacks of a Region-wide contest has been that until season’s end we were seldom aware of what others had been accomplishing outside of our own backwaters.  It is my hope that the blog will foster a sense of community among the contestants. 
I wish you all lots of luck and good flying,

Pete

SAFETY ADVISORY

   XC flying is a special type of flying that requires specific skills to be accomplished safely. The critical cross-country skills are landing skills. If you have doubts about your ability to chose and assess possible landing fields, and safely deal with the unexpected conditions encountered going into an unknown LZ, don't go cross-country. If you are whacking landings in your home lzs, places with wind streamers and familiar approaches, you have no business going XC. Period.

Neither this nor any other contest is worth getting hurt. Be careful.

How To Enter 

Email me the following information at lplehmann@msn.com
1. Name:_______________________________
2. USHPA# and Rating:

3. Glider Type:  HG (Topless/Kingpost?), PG, Rigid

4. Phone number(s):

5. Snail Mail Address
6. Entry Fee: $20  This can be paid either by check made out to 
     Lawrence Lehmann

5811 Elgin Street

Pittsburgh, PA 15206

Or by PayPal using my lplehmann@msn.com email address.

    7.  Go to the OLC website and register.  See instructions in FAQs  below.

FAQs

1. Why the use of .igc file-only scoring?  
a. The past emphasis on straight-line distance flying has always been disadvantageous for some sites constrained by airspace and terrain restrictions.  It has also deterred pilots from attempting to use the Region’s big ridges to put together interesting, creatively long flights.  Some may recall that Tom McGowan’s epic 143 mile dogleg flight from Woodstock was only scored as 107 straight miles.  And last fall Charlie Allen put together an interesting 75 mile flight from the Pulpit, never venturing more than 25 miles from launch.  Pilots can now fly any manner of bizarre routes with up to three turn points being scored automatically by the OLC software.
b. The use of the OLC website allows pilots to see what other pilots are doing across our enormous Region Nine.  By clicking on the OLC page’s .kml link, one can look at (and fly) the flights using Google Earth.
c. A further reason for using .igc files is that by reviewing them in SeeYou software I can verify that there were no airspace violations during a flight.  Any airspace violations will disqualify the flight for contest purposes.  
2. How will my flights be scored?  

After you have submitted your flight’s .igc file to the On-Line Contest (OLC) website it is automatically scored by that software.  Its algorithms maximize your flight’s point score while creating as many as three waypoints along the way.  The resulting scored flight can be viewed on their website. The optimized flight may be a straight line, triangle or some bizarre polyhedron.  You need do nothing.  (The software will allocate 1.5 points per kilometer of a flight with up to three waypoints, 2 points for an FAI-defined triangle, and 1.75 points for other triangles)
You can fly as many flights as you wish, and at the end of the season your three best Regional flights will totaled.
3. Who can enter, and will there be separate classes?
The contest is open to any current Intermediate or better USHPA-member pilot flying a flex wing hang glider, paraglider or rigid wing. 

There will be a Kingpost Class for pilots flying king-posted hang-gliders in the contest. All flex wing pilots will also be ranked in the Open class. 

Paragliders and rigid wings will, subject to adequate participation (five entrants/class), be scored separately and without further sub-division.

Multi-wingual pilots may fly any wings they own but will be scored separately in the relevant classes.

4. What sites are allowed for contestants?
Contestants may launch from anywhere in Region Nine, plus the following sites which are the principal launches of Region Nine pilots living on the periphery of the Region: Laughery Creek, IN; the Toledo,OH area tow sites over the border in Indiana; Redwing Airport in Jobstown, NJ; Santinis, Manukachunk, and Skytop in NJ, and Katydid, NY. Tow launches are limited to a maximum release height of 3,280 feet (ie. 1,000 meters) above the tow strip. 

5. How will winners be determined? 

Winners will be according to the largest total of HOLC POINTS awarded for their best three flights.  Please note that points are not necessarily equivalent to miles as the scoring program rewards triangles.

The tie-breaker will be the single most valuable HOLC-scored flight.

There will be certificates for the first three places in all classes, and I will submit to the magazine an article detailing the results. 

6. What is the ENTRY FEE? $20 (Ten dollars, of which $10 will be  donated to the OLC).

7. How do I sign up for the HOLC?   

Go to the On-Line Contest’s website and register here:

https://www.onlinecontest.org/olc-2.0/secure/memberadmin.html?compid=new
Note that you will be filling in the GREEN-marked areas designated for HG/PG.  
Your “Club” affiliation will be 2013 Region Nine XC Contest (It is a bit tricky to find as it is listed by number soon after all of the 1. Euro Clubs).  
Also, for “Nationality” it will be US-Soaring Society of America
8. How do I download and save a flight as an .igc file?
Depending on one’s flight logger, there are countless ways to download the .igc tracklogs.  What follows below is merely a sampling of the available options.  Internet searches will turn up many more.

From FLYTEC/BRAUNIGER GPS flight instruments:  

Go to http://www.flytec.com/software.html  
For Windows PCs, download Flytec’s free Flychart software.  Once it’s been installed and configured (Extras>System Settings>Units) click File>Download Flights and then save the file in the .igc format.  DO NOT RENAME THE FILE.  This will invalidate the flight.
For Macs, download the GPS for Mac on the Flytec site. Similarly, once you have downloaded a flight, save it as an .igc file and DO NOT RENAME it. 
Downloading Garmin GPSs

Before Flying: To simplify the later downloading process, it is best to clear the unit’s track log memory (refer to your unit’s manual, but for a G76CSx the steps are,

a. Menu>Menu>Tracks>Enter>Clear
GPS Dump Software
There are a number of free utility programs on the web for downloading tracklogs from Garmin (and other) gps’ and saving those tracks as the .igc files needed.  Davis Straub recommends the use of GPS Dump, found here:

 http://www.gethome.no/stein.sorensen/body_gpsdump.htm  
 and for Macs
          http://www.gethome.no/stein.sorensen/body_mac.htm
Open GPS Dump 

If not connecting with a USB, verify that you have the correct COM Port designated.  Click Misc>Set COM Port

To Download: Click on the button for your unit, eg. Garmin (USB) or Garmin (RS-232). GPS Dump should now automatically begin downloading your flight log.  
Saving The .IGC File: 
If you have more than one track log present in the gps, look on the right of the data under km/h column to find a START that matches the beginning of your flight.  

Now under UTC Date click on the date of the START.  Scroll down until the last data line of your flight, ie. The line before the next START.  

Hold the Shift Key+click on that last data line.  This should highlight in blue the entire column of dates associated with your flight.
Under File, click Save Log in IGC Format.  In the dialog box add your name and glider (leave the rest) and Save with IGC short file name.  Click Save.  DO NOT RENAME your file before submitting it to the HOLC website.

Downloading From Smart Phones

Note: Study the power management options for your phones and switch-off un-necessary power-hungry functions.
Android Phones

There is an app named Gaggle that can create an igc file from a gps enabled Android phone.  It is found here,

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.geeksville.gaggle&hl=en
Downloading from iPhones

The Skylogger app ($5.99) seems to be useful.  One can download in igc, kml (Google Earth) and Garmin’s 3D GPX formats.

Or, Glidepath for iPhone.

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/glidepath/id383714417?mt=8

